
Haileybury Rendall 
School GAP PROGRAM

Proudly supported by the Old Haileyburians Association, a significant opportunity 
awaits for all alumni members who wish to work at Haileybury Rendall School.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Haileybury Rendall School is looking for up to 6 students who will have completed their VCE studies and are looking 
for a ‘GAP Year’.  This program involves either a six or twelve month placement at Haileybury Rendall School, beginning 
either at January or July each year. Shortlisted students will be interviewed in late September / early October and 
successful applicants will be notified and contacted following this. You will be working with students from ELC to Year 
12 in a small but growing school, that has mix of Indigenous boarding and non-indigenous students.

The promise of a variety of travel opportunities and the adventure of working and living in the Top End of Australia in 
Darwin’s prestigious Haileybury school, should make this a sought-after position!

Assist students in classes when needed (For example: Year 6 Mathematics, Year 9 Physical Education, 
Year 10 History etc) these classes are determined by the Head of Operations in conjunction with 
Volunteer interest/expertise.  Work with Indigenous students in their academic classes and assist 
students in the library after-school with homework and study.

Darwin is the capital city of the Northern Territory of Australia. Situated 
on the Timor Sea, Darwin is the largest city in the sparsely populated 
Northern Territory, with a population of around 150,000, it is the 
smallest and most northerly of the Australian capital cities, and acts as 
the Top End’s regional centre.

Darwin’s proximity to South East Asia makes it a link between Australia 
and countries such as Indonesia and East Timor. The Stuart Highway 
begins in Darwin, ending at Port Augusta in South Australia. The city 
itself is built on a low bluff overlooking the harbour. Its suburbs spread 
out over some area, beginning at Lee Point in the north and stretching to 
Berrimah in the east. Past Berrimah, the Stuart Highway goes on to Darwin’s 
satellite city, Palmerston, and its suburbs. 

The Darwin region, like the rest of the Top End, has a tropical climate, with a wet 
and a dry season. Prone to cyclone activity during the wet season, Darwin experiences heavy monsoonal 
downpours and spectacular lightning shows. During the dry season, the city is met with clear skies and mild 
sea breezes from the harbour creating perfect summery conditions for months on end.

The greater Darwin area is the ancestral home of the Larrakia people.

THE CLIMATE
Darwin is in a tropical region.  For the periods September to March – Wet Season - be prepared for a hot and 

humid climate, minimum temperatures range in the 25-27 degrees with day temperatures 30-35 degrees. 
From April to August – Dry Season – the weather is perfect – cool breezes with minimum temperatures 17 – 

20 degrees and day temperatures around 28-30 degrees with very low to no humidity.

THE PLACE

All volunteers are treated as staff.  With this however, come 
responsibilities and accountabilities.  Volunteers will have access to all 

general staff areas of the School and will have keys to classrooms and 
the Boarding precinct.  E-mail and Internet access will be available 
via desktops in the Staff common room or on personal devices via 
Wi-Fi.  

Volunteers will be issued with their keys and e-mail accounts 
during orientation.   Haileybury Rendall School is a high security 
campus with remote indigenous boarders living on site.

Haileybury Rendall School Volunteers will need to organise their 
flights/transport so that they arrive in Darwin by the end of January 

(12 month or Term 1 & 2 placement) or mid July (Term 3 & 4 placement). 
Specific dates issued to successful applicants.

THE VOLUNTEER ROLE

DAY DUTIES

Working in the school medical clinic – assisting Nurse with recording student injury data, collecting 
students from classes for medical check-ups, transporting students via Haileybury Rendall School 
vehicle to medical appointments in Darwin (drivers licence required).

Assisting staff at special events such 
as House Athletics, House Swimming, 
School Musical, Special Assemblies, etc.

Assist administrative staff with clerical 
duties (answering phones, directing 
parents, filing, running errands, etc.)

Participate in the Outdoor Education 
program and assist in camps  and well 
as traveling with classes on excursions

Assist Maintenance staff for small jobs – 
moving chairs for assembly, delivering a 
parcel to a classroom, etc.

BOARDING DUTIES

Provide support to 
the Boarding staff for 
supervision of boarding 
activities/events 

Assist boarding 
students with weekday 
homework/study when 
rostered 

Assist in boarding student 
‘wake up’, mealtimes and 
‘lights out’ sessions when 
rostered

THE BENEFITS
An amazing year of working at Haileybury Rendall School in the heart of the Top End of Australia. With 

school holidays available to all volunteers, many travel opportunities are available, including Kakadu, Broome, 
Arnhem Land, Alice Springs and Uluru, Litchfield National Park, Lake Argyle and the many tourist attractions 

close to the School.

Each volunteer receives a payment of $145 per week to cover living and travel costs.

• An Ochre Card (this is the NT equivalent of a Working with Children 
Check)

• Bank account
• Tax File Number
• Mobile phone
• Drivers licence (not essential – but must be transferred to an NT 

license within 3 months of arrival).

VOLUNTEERS WILL NEED

REQUIRED SKILLS
• Basic cooking knowledge (for 

school holidays)
• Ability to budget
• Ability to launder your clothes 

(washers and dryers are 
available on site)

CHARACTER TRAITS
• Sense of humour
• Patience
• Sense of adventure
• Resilience
• Willingness to help others
• Sense of initiative
• Capacity for organisation and 

planning

ACCOMMODATION
All Volunteers will be located in Dewarra House, a coeducational boarding house that can house up to 84 
students. Each room (called an ILU – Independent Living Unit) is equipped with its own en-suite and air-

conditioning. There is a common lounge and kitchen to share with other Volunteers. All Volunteers will be 
responsible for the cleanliness of their living areas. Breakfast, lunch and dinner during the School Term are all 

provided for Volunteers in the Mayuma Dining Room each day, including weekends. 

For any questions regarding the Haileybury Rendall School Volunteer Program, please contact Mr Samuel Cavnoudias at 
samuel.cavnoudias@hrs.edu.au or phone +61 8 8922 1611. 

Kind regards,

 

Mr Sam Cavnoudias
Head of Operations
Haileybury Rendall School


